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Around six thousand years ago, Ccara llamas, also  known as the "working llama" or the  "Classic", were domesticated from their close relatives, the Guanaco, and used by native people of South America as
pack animals. Their Camelid ancestors inhabited the Andes mountains as far back as three million years ago giving them an innate ability to scale mountains and diﬃcult terrain. Today they can be found
throughout North America and Canada, most commonly in herds of at  least two, in the high country on diﬃcult trails with packs draped over each side.

These speciﬁc Llamas earn their nickname, “beasts of burden" from their ability to carry heavy  loads of   cargo and goods in speciﬁcally designed packs for human beneﬁt. While on a long-range packing trip,    llamas can carry up to 40 pounds in each of their panniers for a total of 80 pounds or less; however, “on shorter trips, they can carry a total weight of 90-100  pounds” - Greg  Harford.  Most pack llamas travel
700-1,000 miles (about the distance from  Florida to New York City) each season.
When packing with Ccara llamas they must have good, strong feet to support extra weight.  Breeders
look for long legs, high pasterns, and broad heels. Small, fragile feet are undesirable when breeding
Ccara llamas. Typically, these llamas have soft, padded feet while other pack animals, such as mules or horses, are hooved. One hooved animal can cause more damage along a trail than ﬁfteen llamas would. Llama’s split toes allow for efective gripping ability making these sure-footed mammals ideal for all
terrains. As most mammals do, llamas age, and one sure sign of aging can be found in the dropping of
their pasterns which can result in their fetlock joint touching the ground when they walk causing pain and a refusal to move around much. Ensuring they are not too weighted down with their packs will  provide
longevity for these camelids.

Ccaras have two coats: an under and an outer coat. Their undercoat  is a very soft ﬁber that is sometimes used to make clothing while their outer coat consists of strong, coarse guard hair that is sometimes used to make woven lead lines. Ccara llamas do not need to be shorn and only require monthly grooming. As   adults, they develop a mane down the back of their necks and lose some of the softer ﬁber along the
sides of their necks. They do not have unique coloring patterns  however, their coloring is very similar to the Guanaco who typically have Appaloosa spots consisting of black, white, or red-brown spots.
The temperament of Ccara llamas adds to their overall desire for packers and serious trail goers as they have an agreeable nature and require minimal work along diﬃcult trails and terrains. With their long and  lean structures, split toes, natural athletic ability, and efortlessly graceful strides, these ‘beasts of
burden’ are the ideal packing animals and make excellent companions along the trail.
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